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LA SCACCHIERA LUCENTE  di Alessandro Mendini 

L’Architetto prende in mano un quadratino di vetro che misura pochi centimetri. 
Tra le dita lo osserva curioso.
In fornace, lungo i secoli, è stato perfezionato con esperienza e con cura. E’ piccolo, 
geometrico e lucente. L’architetto sapiente sa che con quel mezzo ha in mano occasioni 
straordinarie di fantasia. Egli accosta il quadratino ad altri e altri ancora. Egli sa che con quei 
quadratini può fare e moltiplicare righe e incroci, superfici e figure. Quando si appassiona, 
allora il gioco diventa inesauribile. Con molti, con migliaia di quadratini egli può creare 
visioni di tutto ciò che ha in mente, perché dispone di una scacchiera grande come il 
mondo.
L’Architetto chiude gli occhi e immagina. Egli dispone di un pulviscolo geometrizzato, di 
una schematica energia alfabetica. Questo enorme cosmo di piccoli punti è durissimo e 
insieme rarefatto, monocromo e assieme ossessivamente policromo, astratto e assieme 
materico. E’ un puzzle, una quadrettatura variegata per infiniti segni, la rete di supporto 
del suo linguaggio.
L’Architetto gioca virtuosistiche partite a scacchi su appassionate metafisiche scacchiere. 
Le partite sono fra se stesso e l’ornamento. L’enigmistica combinatoria di milioni di 
quadratini diviene fatalmente spazio, volume, architettura. Fra ascisse e ordinate subentra 
il ritmo, subentra il simbolo. L’Architetto sceglie le fonti di espressione: la storia, la natura, 
la fisica, la tecnica, l’antropologia. Il mosaico nella sua relazione e spigolosa disponibilità 
all’assemblaggio si adatta sopra a ogni cosa come un fluido solidificato. Nobilita ogni 
cosa come un mantello reale. L’Architetto costruisce quadrato dopo quadrato la logica 
caleidoscopica del suo ritmo. Guarda la sua opera: ora da molto vicino, ora da molto 
lontano, come i pittori rinascimentali guardavano le pennellate. Da vicino ne percepisce 
la materia, da lontano ne sente il suono visivo. In questa solerte attività subentra poco a 
poco qualcosa di ancora più importante: l’utopia. Una cosa lontana, un’emozione difficile 
da raggiungere, destinata agli occhi e alla mente degli uomini. E’ la possibilità di svolgere 
racconti emblematici fatti con un’enciclopedia di segni significanti.

THE SHINY CHESSBOARD  by Alessandro Mendini 

The architect takes hold of a small glass square, a few centimetres in size, and studies it 
inquisitively as it lies in his hand.
Throughout the centuries, in furnaces, it has been perfected with experience and skill. 
It is small, geometric and shiny. A skilful architect knows that, with this means, he holds 
extraordinary and fantastic opportunities. He matches the small square with others, and more.
He knows that, with these squares, he can make and multiply rows and crosses, surfaces 
and figures. When he becomes enthusiastic then the game becomes endless. With many, 
thousands of squares he can create visions of everything he has in mind, because his 
chessboard is as big as the world. The architect closes his eyes and dreams.
He has a shaped powder, an alphabetic, schematic energy. This enormous universe 
of small points is extremely hard and at the same time rarefied, monochrome and yet 
obsessively polychrome, both abstract and material. 
It is a puzzle, variegated squares for infinite signs, the grid supporting his language. 
The architect plays virtuoso chess games on exciting metaphysical chessboards. 
The games are between himself and ornamentation. The combinatory puzzle of millions 
of small squares inevitably becomes space, volume, architecture. Rhythm and symbols 
appear among the x and y co-ordinates. The architect choose the sources of expression: 
history, Nature, physics, engineering, anthropology. The mosaic, with its rational and sharp- 
edged ability to be assembled, settles over everything like a solidified fluid. It ennobles 
everything like a royal clock. The architect constructs, square after square, the kaleidoscopic 
logic of his embroidering. 
He looks at his work: first close up, then from far off, just as Renaissance artists 
looked at their brushstrokes. Close up he can perceive the material; far off he hears its 
visual sound.
Then something even more important creeps into this paintstaking activity: utopia. 
A far-off thing, an emotion difficult to achieve, intended for the eyes and mind of 
humans. 
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MODERN



Mosaic decoration: Silhouette, design Studio Job8



W hotel, Hong Kong10



W hotel, Hong Kong12



14 Mosaic decoration: Night Vision, design Tord Boontjie
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Casa privata / Private house, Lucca, design Piero Carlo Pellegrini

Mosaic decoration: Damasco Black



Mosaic decoration: Decoupage Noir, design Marcel Wanders 19



Mosaic decoration: Morris Oro Bianco, design Marco Braga 21



Mosaic decoration: Data Black, design Jürgen Mayer H. 23
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Mosaic decoration: Alfabeto26



Mosaic: Bricks 2X5, GM 2050.7728



Mosaic decoration: Windows Grey, design Carlo Dal Bianco
Specchio / Mirror: Couronne 65 31



Hotel Pershing Hall, Paris, design Andrée Putman 3332



Dornbracht Ritualbad, Düsseldorf
Mosaic: miscela / blend Nefertiti 35



The Peninsula Hotel, Hong Kong36



38
Private Heaven, Sieger design

Mosaic: miscela / blend New Cipro   



Quartiere Maghetti, Lugano
design Atelier Mendini 41



42
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Fondation Cartier pour l’Art Contemporain, Paris
Mosaic design Alessandro Mendini

Mosaic: Opus Romano



Groninger Museum, Groningen 
design Atelier Mendini 47



design Fabio Novembre 49



50
Torre del Filosofo da “Arti e Architettura”, Genova,

design Atelier Mendini



52 Love over all, design Fabio Novembre



54 Vienna metro, design Kurt Schlauss



57Sauna House, design Marcel WandersAnte-Lope, design Marcel Wanders



58 Coffee Tables, design Marcel Wanders
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62
Lute Suite, Amsterdam

Mosaic decoration: Tree, Marcel Wanders



65
Westerhuis, Amsterdam
design Marcel Wanders
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Westerhuis, Amsterdam

Mosaic decoration: Wallpaper Grey, Summer Flowers



68 Mosaic decoration: Bloem Rosso, design Marcel Wanders



70 Bisazza Flagship Store, Berlin, design Fabio Novembre
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Dornbracht Ritualbad, Düsseldorf

Mosaic design Mike Meiré



Mosaic decoration: Embroidery Red, design Marcel Wanders 75
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Hotel Aleph, Roma, design Adam Tihany

Mosaic: Smalto SM17



Casa Giovannoni, Milano
design Elisa & Stefano Giovannoni

Mosaic: Opus Romano78



Metropolitana di Napoli, stazione Piazza Dante
Mosaic design Nicola De Maria80



82
Metropolitana di Napoli, stazione Toledo,

design Oscar Tusquets Blanca



84 Metropolitana di Napoli, stazione Toledo



86
Hotel Side, Hamburg, design Matteo Thun

Mosaic: Smalto SM15



Hotel Barcelò, Málaga, design Jordi Torres
Mosaic: Gloss GL15 89



90
Hotel Barcelò, Málaga, design Jordi Torres

Mosaic: Gloss GL15



92
Casa Giovannoni, Milano

design Elisa & Stefano Giovannoni



Terme di Chianciano, design Paolo Bodega
Mosaic: Sfumatura Felce 95



Mosaic decoration: Stripes Spring, design Marco Braga 97



Casa Novembre, Milano
design Fabio Novembre98



Mosaic decoration: Columns Green, design Jaime Hayon 101



Lute Suite, Amsterdam, design Marcel Wanders
Mosaic decoration: Moonlight Garden, design Marcel Wanders 103
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Casa privata / Private house, Sydney
design Natasha Levak, Coco Republic
Mosaic decorations: Twill Oro Giallo, Stripes Fall 



Mosaic decoration: Twill Oro Giallo 109



Il Cioccolato, The Bulgari Cafè, Tokyo
design Antonio Citterio and Partners 111



112



114

Bisazza Flagship Store, Paris, Bisazza design Studio
Pannello / panel Orléans, design Marco Braga

A sinistra / left
Mosaic decoration: Liaisons Bianco, design Carlo Dal Bianco



Maison Guerlain, Paris
design Maxime d’Angeac 117



Spa Guerlain, Paris
design Andrée Putman

Maison Guerlain, Paris
design Maxime d’Angeac 119



120 Mosaic decoration: Palmira Rose, design Carlo Dal Bianco



Mosaic decoration: Morris Oro Giallo, design Marco Braga122



Mosaic: Sfumatura Peonia124



E’SPA at Gianfranco Ferrè, Milano, design Ezio Riva
Mosaic: Oro 10x10 mm, miscela / blend Agamennone 127



129



Miscela / blend Fiamma Oro130



132

Bulgari Hotel, London
design Antonio Citterio, Patricia Viel and Partners

Mosaic: Oro Bis 10.302



Bulgari Hotel, London 135



The Peninsula Spa by ESPA, New York
design Alexandra Champalimaud of Champalimaud & Associates

Mosaic decorations: Stripes Fall, King 20, Agamennone 137



Mosaic: GM 50.97 139



Mosaic decoration: Suite Viola, design Marco Braga 141



Mosaic decoration: China Birds Brown, design Marco Braga 143



Bisazza Suite, Milano
Mosaic decorations: Winter Flowers Oro Nero, Damasco Oro Giallo, design Carlo Dal Bianco 145



146



149Mosaic decorations: Etoiles Oro Giallo, Righe Bianche



Mosaic decoration: Liaisons Bianco, design Carlo Dal Bianco150



Mosaic decoration: Festoon, design Studio Job 153



Mosaic decoration: Righe Oro

A destra / right
Mosaic decoration: Giza Oro Giallo154



Bisazza Suite, Milano
Mosaic decorations: Winter Flowers Oro Nero, Damasco Oro Giallo, design Carlo Dal Bianco 157



Casa Son Vida, Palma de Mallorca, Spain,
interior design Marcel Wanders158



Casa privata / Private house, design Oliver Burns
Mosaic decoration: Hermitage, design Marcel Wanders 161



Mosaic decoration: Hanami Oro, design Carlo Dal Bianco162



164



Mosaic decoration: Damasco Rosso Oro 167



Mosaic decoration: Chains Blue, design Marco Braga 169



Mosaic decoration: Chains Blue 171



Mosaic decoration: Skulls & Crowns Black, glass mosaic and Swarovski crystals172



174 Mosaic decoration: Skulls & Crowns Black, glass mosaic and Swarovski crystals



FRESH



Mosaic decoration: Insula Grey, design Carlo Dal Bianco
vasca / bathub Bisazza Bagno, design Marcel Wanders 179



180

Casa Son Vida, Palma de Mallorca, Spain,
interior design Marcel Wanders

Mosaic decoration: Hermitage, design Marcel Wanders 



Mosaic decoration: Wallpaper, design Marcel Wanders  182



184



Mosaic decoration: Winter Flowers Oro Bianco 187



vasca / bathub Bisazza Bagno
Mosaic decoration: Kumo-Cloud, design Nendo188



Mosaic decoration: Hana-Flower, design Nendo 191



Mosaic decoration: Clouds 193



194

Casa Giovannoni, Milano
design Elisa & Stefano Giovannoni

Mosaic: Gloss GL01



Casa Novembre, Milano, design Fabio Novembre
Mosaic: Oro 10x10 mm 197



198



Casa privata / Private house, Firenze, design brh+
Mosaic: Sfumatura Narciso 201



203
Mosaic decoration: Hearts White, design Carlo Dal Bianco202



Mosaic: Gloss GL01 205



Lute Suite, Amsterdam, design Marcel Wanders
Mosaic decoration: Snowflake Oro, design Marcel Wanders 207



Mosaic decoration: Etoiles Oro Bianco 209



211Mosaic decoration: Andromeda Oro, design Edward van Vliet



Mosaic decoration: Winter Flowers Oro Nero212



214



Mosaic decoration: Chester White, design Marco Braga216



Mosaic decoration: Damasco Oro Bianco 219



221Mosaic decoration: Damasco Bianco



Mosaic decoration: Rings Oro Bianco, design Carlo Dal Bianco 223



Mosaic decoration: Rings Green 225



Mosaic decoration: Labirinto Bianco, design Carlo Dal Bianco 227



Mosaic decoration: Righe Bianche 229



Mosaic: Sfumatura Begonia
vasca / bathub Bisazza Bagno, design Marcel Wanders

 
230



FLORA



Mosaic decoration: Hanami Azzurro, design Carlo Dal Bianco234
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238

New Museum, New York
design Kazuyo Sejima and Ryue Nishizawa

Mosaic decoration: Hanami Azzurro



New Museum, New York
design Kazuyo Sejima and Ryue Nishizawa
Mosaic decoration: Hanami Arancio 241



Casa privata / Private residence, Amsterdam 
Interior design Harmen Witte Interieurs

Mosaic design Marcel Wanders
console e lavabo / console and washbasin Bisazza Bagno

design Jaime Hayon 243



245

Casa Son Vida, Palma de Mallorca, Spain
Interior design Marcel Wanders
lavabo e rubinetti / washbasin and taps Bisazza Bagno
design Marcel Wanders



Mosaic decoration: Springrose Bianco, design Carlo Dal Bianco246



248



Mosaic decoration: Springrose Nero 251



252



254
Fondazione Bisazza, Vicenza, Italia

Mosaic decoration: Springrose Nero, design Carlo Dal Bianco



Mosaic decoration: Bouquet, design Carlo Dal Bianco256



Hotel Una Vittoria, Firenze, design Fabio Novembre
Mosaic decoration: Summer Flowers, design Marco Braga 259



261



262 Hotel Una Vittoria, Firenze



264 MINI wears Bisazza



266 Mosaic decoration: Marella Rose, design Carlo Dal Bianco



Mosaic decoration: Winter Flowers Pink 269



Mosaic decoration: Glass Flowers Blue 271



272
 The Charles Hotel, München, design Olga Polizzi
Mosaic decoration: Corallo, design Marco Braga



The Charles Hotel, München 275



276

Mandarin Oriental, SPA, Barcelona
Project: Carlos Ferrater & Juan Trias de Bes

Mosaic decoration: Treillage, design Patricia Urquiola



278 Mandarin Oriental, SPA, Barcelona



Mosaic decoration: Primule 2, design Carlo Dal Bianco 281



Mosaic decoration: Pratoline 8 283



284
Casa Novembre, Milano
design Fabio Novembre



Mosaic: miscela / blend Elena286



TIMELESS



Hotel Pershing Hall, Paris
design Andrée Putman290



Mosaic decoration: Diagonale Nero Oro, design Carlo Dal Bianco 293



Mosaic decoration: Chios 295



Mosaic decoration: Kilt Black, design Marco Braga296



Mosaic decoration: Rayures noires 299



Mosaic decorations: Pied de Poule Nero, Dama Nera 301



MINI wears Bisazza 303



Mini Lounge, Madrid
Mosaic decoration: Dama Nera 305



Mosaic decoration: Catina Nero 307



308 Bisazza Flagship Store, London



Mosaic decoration: Pied de Poule Rosso, design Carlo Dal Bianco 310



Mosaic decoration: Key Red312



Mosaic decoration: Vienna Nero, design Carlo Dal Bianco 
console e lavabo / console and washbasin Bisazza Bagno
design Jaime Hayon 315



Bisazza Flagship Store, Milano
Mosaic decorations: Vienna Nero, Righe Bianche316



319



Mosaic decoration: Labirinto Oro 
Mosaic: Sfumatura Calicanto, miscela / blend Nefertiti 
console e lavabo / console and washbasin Bisazza Bagno
design Jaime Hayon 321



322 The Peninsula Hotel, Hong Kong



324

Métropole ESPA, Hotel Métropole, Monte-Carlo
design Jacques Garcia

Mosaic: miscela / blend New Cipro, L’Elba



Mosaic: Valeria
specchio / mirror: Couronne 65 327



Mosaic: miscela / blend Iside328



Bar Lodi, Lodi
design Fabio Novembre330



Mosaic decoration: Basic Brown 333



Mosaic decoration: Bloem Marrone
design Marcel Wanders 335



337Mosaic decoration: Velvet Grey Oro Bianco, design Carlo Dal Bianco



339Mosaic decoration: Bonaparte Wall



340



Mosaic decoration: Paride Wall 343



URBAN SAFARI



346 Mosaic decorations: Zebra, Leopard, design Carlo Dal Bianco 



Mosaic decoration: Crocodile Black 349



350 Mosaic decoration: Crocodile Red



352



354
Tardini Store, New York, design Fabio Novembre

Mosaic decoration: Python, design Fabio Novembre



Mosaic decoration: Giraffa, design Carlo Dal Bianco 357



359



Bisazza Flagship Store, Berlin, design Fabio Novembre
Mosaic decoration: Stripes Fall, design Marco Braga 361



Mosaic decoration: Bamboo Black, design René Gonzalez 362



Mosaic: Sfumatura Calicanto 365



Mosaic decoration: Zebra 367



BLUE



Mosaic decoration: Jardin Bleu, design Patricia Urquiola370



372 Mosaic: Opera OP01



Mosaic decoration: Righe Bianco Blu, design Carlo Dal Bianco 375



Mosaic decoration: Summer Flowers Blue, design Marco Braga
console, lavabo, specchio e rubinetto / console, washbasin, mirror and tap Bisazza Bagno
design Marcel Wanders 377



378 Mosaic decoration: Clear Water, design Tord Boontje



380 Mosaic decoration: Dark Water, design Tord Boontje



Bluespoon Restaurant, Andaz Hotel, Amsterdam
design Marcel Wanders382



384 Bluespoon Restaurant, Andaz Hotel, Amsterdam



Dornbracht Ritualbad, Düsseldorf, Sieger design386



388



Mosaic decoration: Damasco Opale, design Carlo Dal Bianco 390



392

Bisazza Suite, Milano
Pannello / panel: Opéra, design Marco Braga

a destra / right 
Mosaic decoration: China Birds Blue



395



397Mosaic decoration: China Birds Blue, design Marco Braga



Bisazza Flagship Store, New York
design Fabio Novembre 399



Mosaic decoration: Paisley, design Marco Braga400



Mosaic decoration: Ginseng Blue, design Carlo Dal BiancoMosaic decoration: Vesper Major, design Edward van Vliet 403



Mosaic: miscela / blend AntonellaMosaic: miscela / blend Ada404



Mosaic decoration: Silk Blue, design Carlo Dal Bianco 407



Mosaic decoration: Wave SM07408



Mosaic: miscela / blend Turandot
Mosaic decoration: Bonaparte Wall 411



Mosaic: Sfumatura Gladiolo 413



415



417

nella pagina precedente / previous page
Mosaic: miscela / blend Ornella
console, lavabo, specchio e rubinetto / console, washbasin, mirror and tap Bisazza Bagno
design Jaime Hayon

Mosaic: miscela / blend Caterina



418

Sofitel Alter Wall, Hamburg
design Klein & Haller

Mosaic: Sfumatura Felce



420
Queen’s Garden residence, Hong Kong

P6T Architects – Peter Tan & Associates



422
Hotel Bayerischer Hof, München

design Andrée Putman



Hotel Bayerischer Hof, München 425



426 The Great Wave, design Fabio Novembre



Hotel Aleph, Roma, design Adam Tihany
Mosaic: Smalto SM07 429



Mosaic decoration: Zante Blu430



Mosaic decoration: Zante Bianco 433



434
Capri Palace Hotel & Spa, Capri

design Vitale Velasco
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Viale Milano 56
36075 Alte – Vicenza – Italia
Tel. +39 0444 707511
Fax +39 0444 492088
info@bisazza.com
Milano Flagship Store
Via Senato, 2
20121 Milano
Tel. +39 02 76000315
Fax +39 02 76395994
bisazza.milano@bisazza.com

Bisazza Belgium/Luxembourg
Tel. 0498 524352
Fax 03 385 30 33
info.belgium@bisazza.com
Antwerp Flagship Store
Mechelsesteenweg 9
2018 Antwerp - Belgium
Tel. 03 213 16 25
Fax 03 213 32 26
bisazza.antwerp@bisazza.com

Bisazza Deutschland 
Tel. 030 88789285
Fax 030 69088124
info.deutschland@bisazza.com
Berlin Flagship Store
Kantstraße 150
D- 10623 Berlin
Tel.  030 310195-50
Fax  030 310195-51
bisazza.berlin@bisazza.com

Bisazza España
Tel. 931 760 116
Fax 935 507 380
info.espana@bisazza.com
Barcelona Flagship Store
C. Valencia, 300
08009 Barcelona
Tel. 934 676 388
Fax 934 676 387
bisazza.barcelona@bisazza.com

Bisazza France
Tel. 01 82 88 27 08
Fax 01 77 75 91 77
info.france@bisazza.com
Paris Flagship Store
26 rue Madame
75006 Paris 
Tel. 01 53 63 02 03
Fax 01 45 44 60 70
bisazza.paris@bisazza.com

Bisazza Portugal
Tel. 30 880 06 23
Fax 30 880 25 49
info.portugal@bisazza.com

Bisazza UK
Great Britain and Northern Ireland 
Tel. 020 3026 4374
Fax 020 7691 7629
info.uk@bisazza.com 
Republic of Ireland 
Tel. 01 554 7229
Fax 01 686 4967
info.ireland@bisazza.com
London Flagship Store
60 Sloane Avenue
London SW3 3DD
Tel. 020 7584 8837
Fax 020 7584 8838
bisazza.london@bisazza.com 

Bisazza Russia
Tel. +39 0444 707504
Fax +39 0444 747613
info.russia@bisazza.com

Bisazza Emirates
UAE, Oman
Tel. 50 657 5748
info.emirates@bisazza.com
Bisazza Gulf
Qatar, Kuwait, Bahrein, Saudi Arabia
Tel. +971 50 640 5421
info.gulf@bisazza.com
Doha Bisazza Store
Porto Arabia, 1 La Croisette
The Pearl QATAR
P.O. Box 11036 Doha
Tel. +974 66 71 15 05
Fax +974 66 74 13 37
bisazza.qatar@bisazza.com

Bisazza India
Tel. 022 28570190
Fax 022 28570193
info.india@bisazza.com

Bisazza China
Tel. 021 5046 0623
Fax 021 5046 0625
info.china@bisazza.com

Bisazza Hong Kong
Tel. 2861 3525
Fax 2861 1742
info.hongkong@bisazza.com

Bisazza Australia 
Tel. 02 98389233
Fax 02 96749253
info.australia@bisazza.com

Bisazza Brasil 
Tel. 011 3607 5994 
Fax 011 3608 7233
info.brasil@bisazza.com

Bisazza México
Tel. (55) 5887 3738
Fax (55) 5887 9281
info.mexico@bisazza.com

Bisazza North America
Tel. 800 247 2992
Tel. 305 597 4099
Fax 305 597 9844
info@bisazza.com
New York Flagship Store
43 Greene Street
New York, NY 10013
Tel. 212 334 7130
Fax 212 334 7131
bisazza.newyork@bisazza.com
Los Angeles Flagship Store
8371 Melrose Avenue
Los Angeles, CA 90069
Tel. 323 782 9171
Fax 323 782 9280
bisazza.losangeles@bisazza.com 
Chicago Flagship Store
226 West Kinzie Street
Chicago, IL 60654
Tel. 312 329 1350
Fax 312 276 8381
bisazza.chicago@bisazza.com 
Miami Flagship Store
3740 N.E. 2nd Avenue
Miami, FL 33137
Tel. 305 438 4388
Fax 786 228 0692
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